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ideas and when I complained of the servile attitude of the
villagers round about, he said that they were happier so.
My reference to the villagers was occasioned *by an incident
which happened at Bridge, I had remarked on the astonishing
velocity of a racing-car which had driven through the village
at race-track speed scattering children and chickens. At the
local barber's I mentioned this, and ventured to remark that
the children were in danger of their lives. The barber said
that in fact several children had been killed, but that the
racing magnate had paid the parents handsomely, and all
the villagers looked to him for employment. The report
that Conrad refused a knighthood because it was offered by a
Socialist Government, would, if true, bear out my observation
about his feudal cast of mind.

I looked at Conrad's bookshelf. He had not many books.
In no sense a library. A complete edition of Turgeniev in
English. We talked of books and, expecting him to be
interested in Melville's Moby Dzck, I mentioned it, and
Conrad burst into a furious denunciation of it. " He knows
nothing of the sea* Fantastic, ridiculous," he said. When I
mentioned that the work was symbolical and mystical:
1 * Mystical my eye! My old boots are mystical" " Meredith ?
His characters are ten feet high." D. H, Lawrence had
started well, but had gone wrong, " Filth* Nothing but
obscenities,*' For Henry James he had unqualified admira-
tion. Of his own novels he said it was a toss up at one time
as to whether he would write in English or French. He
emphasised the amount of labour he gave to a novel to get it
to satisfy himself,

At a few of the sittings Conrad dictated letters to the
secretary, His English was strongly foreign with a very
guttural accent, $o that his secretary frequently failed to get
the right word, which made Conrad growl. I would try
and detach myselfi from the work to listen,, His composition
was beautiful Sentence followed sentence in classic
" Conrad ", totally unlike his conversational manper, which
was free, easy, and colloquial

The work oi}, th$ bust was wearing completion,   One day